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JAMAICA

A birthday party like no other
It’s been 50 years since the former British colony gained independence and, says Boyd Tonkin, it’s in the mood to celebrate
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cheerfully painted diner to another, in
search of the best ackee-and-saltﬁsh,
rice-and-peas or conch soup, amid
the clack of dominoes. Wash down
the meal with an Appleton’s rum
(distilled on an estate to the north that
you can visit) or an icy Red Stripe beer.
Then wander on. Pretty soon, you’ll be
meeting more goats than people. This
tranquil side of the island deserves a
big shout of its own.

‘One way and another,
Jamaica is making
quite a bit of noise’
‘If you ever tire of the
coast, stroll from one
diner to another’
TRAVEL
ESSENTIALS

Montego
Bay

Caribbean
Sea

.com) ﬂies from Gatwick,
Manchester (July to December) and
Birmingham (June to October).
STAYING THERE

J A M A I C A
GETTING THERE

British Airways (0844 493
0787; ba.com) ﬂies to Kingston from
Gatwick. Virgin Atlantic (0844 874
7747; virgin-atlantic.com) ﬂies to
Montego Bay from Gatwick, while
Thomson (0871 231 4787; thomson

Kingston
Portland
Bight
Treasure
Beach
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Jakes Hotel, Treasure Beach
(001 877 526 2428; jakeshotel.com).
Two-bedroom cottages start at
US$234 (£156), room only.
MORE INFORMATION

Jamaica House programme:
jamaicahouse2012.com
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LICENCE TO CHILL

The seawater
pool at Dougie’s
Bar, Jake’s Hotel;
Jimmy Cliff,
inset below
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